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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



March, 



did not prevent the conflict. In thus controverting the 
general proposition in question, it should be remembered 
that this was a contest begun on the one side on behalf 
of slavery and carried on by the other with the deter- 
mination finally reached, that it should be abolished. 

In this struggle every peaceful influence had been 
swept away by the passionate adherence on the part of 
the South to their unfortunate institution and thus the 
good offices of free trade were nullified. 

Free trade alone cannot of course prevent war but that 
it works powerfully for the maintenance of peace cannot 
be questioned. 

The Wilson Bill or a similar measure now preparing 
will exercise a kindred beneficent influence throughout 
the world, but we are not likely to stop here. Our com- 
merce is destined in the course of time to be as free to all 
the nations of the world as the steadily improving means 
of transportation can make it. In its wake, peace should 
follow. B. S. 

February 28, 1894. 



TRUE AMERICANISM. 

There is a great deal of good sense, said and hinted at, 
in the letter recently sent by Mr. Roosevelt, of the United 
States Civil Service Commission, to the American Citizen, 
a paper published in opposition to the A. P. A. There 
are certain evils of a very grave character coming from 
abroad which we should strenuously guard against in the 
right way, but the Shiboleth, " America for Americans", 
in the way in which it is often uttered, is as unpatriotic 
and as un-American as it is selfish and un-Christian. 

Here is the letter : 

To the Editor of the American Citizen — Sir : I have 
been much interested in two or three of your editorials 
that have been sent to me, notably in that wherein you 
oppose the division of the school fund. It gives me 
pleasure to write a word in hearty commendation of the 
spirit of true Americanism. True Americanism is as 
absolutely alien to Know-Nothingism, on the one hand, as 
it is to every form of foreignism on the other. 

Every foreigner who comes to this country is in honor 
bound to become an American citizen pure and simple, 
without any qualification. He has no business to bring 
into our American political life the questions of European 
politics, and especially the religious and race rivalries of 
Europe. He is bound not to act as an Irishman or 
German, Englishman or Scandinavian, but purely as an 
American. It is an outrage that any one of our political 
conventions should insert into the party platform planks 
to catch any division of the foreign vote, because it is an 
outrage that there should be any division of our voters 
who cast their votes as foreigners. We have nothing to 
do in our political platform with the rivalry between 
Germany and France, with the question of home rule for 
Ireland, or of union for the British empire ; all we are 
concerned with are the questions of American politics, 
and we have the right to demand that every American 
voter should vote purely with reference to these questions. 
But if the foreign- born citizen who comes over here 
honestly and in good faith fills the duties of American 
citizenship and acts as an American pure and simple, it is 
most emphatically an outrage to discriminate against him 



in any way because of his birth-place or his creed. I 
have had the honor of knowing a number of gentlemen 
who have been to Congress from the Northwest during 
the past few years, and among the very stoutest Ameri- 
cans of them all I could name certain congressmen who 
happened to be born in Germany, in Sweden or in Nor- 
way. In the same way, during my term of service in 
the New York Legislature, when I came to sjelect the 
most important committee with which I have had to work, 
and when I had to choose my four colleagues, purely 
from considerations affecting the public service, I found 
that no less than three of them were Irish by birth or 
descent. 

It is always a pleasure to me to say anything I can on 
behalf of straight Americanism in any form. 
Yours truly, 

Theodore Roosevelt. 



MANIFESTO OF THE LOMBARD PEACE UNION. 

At the time of the recent troubles in Sicily the Lom- 
bard Peace Union addressed to the people of Italy the 
following manifesto, which has in it the ring of a genuine 
love of the people and of the purest sort of patriotism : 
" To the Italians: 

" Most grave events, threats of greater evils, have re- 
cently saddened and are saddening the country ; great in- 
stitutions of credit ruined, others in peril ; the revenue of 
the State exhausted, and the national economy powerless 
to improve it ; rebellious famine in Sicily and in the Pole- 
sine ; a fratricidal war threatening every moment and 
even invoked by some senseless people, just as, in a fit 
of despair, death is invoked. 

" Italy, raised up as it were the pledge of peace and 
of civilization in the community of nations and as it were 
a promise of redemption to the common people still bur- 
dened by the remnants of feudalism, has failed to accom- 
plish its proper mission. In order to follow the mirage of 
ancient military glory, it has squandered all the resources 
of the country in the foolish rivalry which the European 
governments are keeping up in multiplying the instru- 
ments of war. 

" For want of means, it has become impossible to aid 
the needy classes ; thus while the life-blood is drawn from 
the national industries by the heavy imposts, the condi- 
tion of the laboring men is becoming harder and harder. 
And when the wretched inhabitants of Sicily, to whom 
Garibaldi had promised helpful economic reforms, were 
driven by despair to revolt, with anguish we had to see 
them repressed without a thought being given to remov- 
ing the causes by efficient remedies. 

" Hence, we cannot help feeling interested in the 
matter, we who at times of great emergency have raised 
our voice not to excite hatred but to produce concord. 
In the sadness of the present hour the members of our 
Society can not refrain from calling attention to the fact 
that the prime cause of the national economic depression 
and of the failure to relieve the condition of labor is the 
enormous military expenses ; that the tension in interna- 
tional relations is due above all to the provoking attitude 
of the nations in arms and to the continuance of old 
prejudices, fostered by many rulers rather than coin- 
batted ; that the deeds of violence, the incendiarism, the 
scenes of blood, the cruelties of every sort are the natural 



